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I grew up in the Midwest in a warm, loving family.
Active in church, we never thought of being any-
where else on a Sunday. But something happened
when | was 15 months old that helped shape my
character,

| contracted eczema, a skin disease that looks
worse than poison ivy and itches continually. | lost all
my hair and had to wear mittens to keep me from
tearing my skin. | couldn’t play outside because per-
spiration made me itch more.

| didn’t sleep through the night until | was 4. Night
after night, Mom talked to me to keep my mind off
my itching.

While this mayv sound like a calamity, it made me
grow uphfast. Mom's nighttime conversations helped
me mature; so did my reading in my time alone,

| became so self-confident that when a woman
instinctively pulled her child away in an elevator, |
said, "Don’t worry. It's just eczema and it’s not con-
tagious."

Because my parents perceived me as unusually
responsible, they let me make major decisions, At the
age of 12, | started a swimming program in our pool,
It grew from 4 students to 70 by my senior yvear.

The summer after my freshman yvear of high school
| decided | wanted to be a lawyer, Though female
vocational aptitude wasn’t fashionable then, | never
deviated from that goal Every day confirmed my
belief that | was in total control of my life. My plans
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included graduating from college and law school
bhefore marriage.

Then | met Phil. When we fell in love, | rationalized
my time schedule. He seemed like the perfect man.
Funny and relaxed, he loved me with all his heart. He
loved to discuss weighty issues. Nor did he think it
ridiculous that | wanted to 2o to law school, lke most
other men.

We married in 1971 after our junior vear of college
and decided to take a semester off to camp in
Europe. What could be more romantic than spending
four months in Europe without a care? t was perfect.

That is, until the second day. When Phil misplaced
something, it set him into a rage. He screamed and
yelled, | tried reasoning with him, but finally burst into
tears.

I cried myself to sleep that night. No one had ever
velled at me before. | wondered, Who is this man that
I've married?

Calm before the storm

A pattern developed. Trifling irritations triggered
Phil’s temper. He would vell and storm around, blam-
ing me for whatever upset him. | would reason with
him but eventually would cry.

My tears seemed to calm him down. He would pro-
fusely apclogize and promise never to do it again, But
he seldom went more than a few days without a
blowup,

These confrontations left me physically and emao-
tionally exhausted. The only thing that kept me going
was his penitent attitude.

But as the days of arguments turned into weeks
and the weeks into months, my love for Phil began
slipping away. Secretly | made a deadline that if
things didn’t improve by a certain date, it was over.

Mot that all the times were bad. We had some
enjoyable experiences that eased the pressure as we
entered law school. We especially loved going to class
and studying together,

We even argued as moot court partners, One time
we had a legal brief due at 8 am. the next morning
and had to stay up all night to finish. Just before
dawn, | told Phil | had to go to bed for an hour. He
told me | couldnt because we wouldnlt finish in time.
| went to bed anyway.

After an hour, he awakened me and we started in
again, Phil dictating while | typed, As the clock neared
the magic hour, | realized we weren't going to finish. |
started teling him how sorry | was when | noticed a
twinkle in his eve.

"What is it?"
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"Well, | just let you sleep for a minute and moved all
the clocks forward an hour before | awakened you."

| was so grateful to have that extra hour that |
couldn’t get upset with him!

Despite the fights, we had enough good times to
extend my deadine. Eventually | reasoned that once
we graduated from law school, Phil would relax.

About three vears into our marriage, | met a
woman named Liane at a baby shower who exhbited
an unusual peace. Despite some harsh circumstances
in her life, she told me God could handle any problem.

At first that sounded inviting, but it didn't take long
to reject the idea. Mobody could handle my life better
than | could, Including God,

| thought my job at Delta in corporate law, securi-
ties and personnel would be the answer to my prob
lems. | loved the exciting, fulfiling work; Phil had land-
ed a great position with a growing firm. We were
both grateful

Yet in spite of the so-called security, a new home
and the ahility to travel anywhere thanks to my
employer, our fights continued. All had the pattern:
Phills veling, my tears, ow discussion and his promise
never to do it again.

Making a Change

How long could it continue® How many times could |
push back my self-imposed deadline? Fortunately |
never found out. Thanks to a Bble study with Liane,
that woman | had met at the baby shower, and a
women's retreat | attended soon after, life changed.

On that retreat | realized for the first time that it
was possible to have a personal relationship with
Christ, Woman after woman talked about an alive
and loving God who wanted to have that kind of rela-
tionship with me.

As | considered their claims, | faced the fact that |
wasn't a Christian. | may have grown up in church
and still attended services, but | had never accepted
Jesus as my Savior. Yet, | wasn't wiling to give up
my independence, As strange as it sounds, | knew this
was what Phil needed, though.

'l never forget when he first heard the claims of
Christ at a Christian businessmen’s meeting. Then he
went on the retreat where he vowed to follow Him.
We had a great week with no fights and the follow
ing sunday went to church,

After coming home, | made dinner: we sat down to
eat in front of the television. That was a habit from
law school davs, when study breaks consisted of din
ner with the evening news, The only problem was
that Phil had smashed all but one of our TV tables
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with his fist.

This afterncon | must have said something that
triggered his temper. | saw that familiar look of rage.
As he raised his fist, a familiar feeling returned. |
thought sarcastically, Well, this changed life really
lasted a long time.

Suddenly Phil stopped with his fist in midair and said,
"lam going to go into the bedroom and pray. And 12m
going to come back happy.” When he did, the miracle
overwhelmed me.

A wverse | had memorized with Liane immediately
came to mind: 'ThEFE“fOrE. if anyone is in Christ, he is
a new creation: the old has gone, the new has come!"
(2 Corinthians 5:17, NIV).

As Liane discipled me, Phil got a grip on his temper,
and | studied the Bible and fellowshipped with other
Christians, | realized how much God loved me. | admit-
ted that whatever plan He had for my life would be
better than anything | could plan myself.

Finally | said a simple prayer, teling God | under-
stood my pride and independence were sins.
Confessing that, | told him | wanted to change and 2o
His way instead of my own,

For the first time, | knew the reality of the Lord
Jesus living in me. | found a new peace and direction,
one that has remained with me to this day.

Healing a Broken Heart

Mow that Phil and | were both Christians, we lived
happily ever after, right? Only in Haollywood! | realized
that all those vears of battle had killed the love |
ance felt for him,

| knew it was wrong to leave but | just didnlt think
| could spend my whole life with someone | didnlt
love. But Liane had taught me well and | began to
pray. | told the Lord, "You can do anything. Please,
make me fall in love with Phil again.”

God is so good. He answered that prayver complete
ly. As we prayed together and grew in our newfound
faith, | developed a love for this man. It far surpassed
the superficial feelings that led me to marry him
because this love was a direct gift from God | mar-
veled at how he grew sweeter and more loving each
day.

Looking back at how we have grown ever closer
amid the chalenges of raising six children, | can say
this confidently: If the Lord could save our marriage,
there is no marriage beyond His healing touch.
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